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Rationale
This policy is required and informed by section 8 of Ministerial Order 870 – Child
Safe Standards – Managing the risk of child abuse in schools. All Victorian schools
must have a Child Safety Policy or statement of commitment to child safety under
Child Safe Standard 2. This template policy, once completed, adopted, and
communicated by the school, will fulfil that requirement.

Purpose
Collingwood College’s Child Safety Policy sets out the school’s approach to
creating a child safe organisation where children and young people are safe and
feel safe, and provides the policy framework for the school’s approach to the Child
Safe Standards.

Aims
This policy applies to all staff, volunteers, and contractors at the school, whether or
not they work in direct contact with children or young people. The policy will apply
to the school environment, including:
• A campus of the school,
• Online school environments (including email and intranet systems), and
• Other locations provided by the school for a child’s use (including locations
used for school camps, sporting events, excursions, competitions and other
events).
The policy covers both school hours and outside of school hours.

Definitions
Child abuse
Child abuse includes:
• any act committed against a child involving:
o a sexual offence, or o grooming; and
• the infliction, on a child, of:
o physical violence
o serious emotional or psychological harm; and
• serious neglect of a child.
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